
Interview with Lovail Long 
The Giz Playwright  

1. What do you do? I am a playwright, producer, and a guy that is a 
natural born hustler.  

 
2. So you are a playwright. How did you get your start? I was 

incarcerated for selling drugs. So, it’s 3 of us: Vernon O. Williams III, 
Salahuddin Mahdi and myself. Salahuddin was my bunk mate and he 
used to write all the time. He asked me to read his work. He would 
write a book and everyone would be excited about reading them. One 
day, Salahuddin asked me to read one of his books. I refused at first 
but then I finally read it. I found out it had a “gansta” twist to it. I didn’t 
want to continue to read it because it brought back so many negative 
memories from my past. That’s when I came up with the idea to do 
something different. I asked Salahuddin what he thought about doing 
the Go Go version of the Wizard of Oz. I called Big G, otherwise 
known as Anwan Glover, who is not only in movies but acts on the 
The Wire. Once I talked to him, he was so excited because he said 
the Wiz was his favorite. I had an illegal phone in prison so I would 
look up directors and people who were doing theatre in DC. I 
eventually contacted Williams and told him about my idea for the Giz. 
We met to discuss the play details. I did all the background research 
on how to write a script. After finishing the first 3 scenes, I contacted 
him and he was confident that it would be a hit. It was approved by 
Williams himself. It took me two weeks to write the entire script.  

 
3. What inspired you to write it? My motivation to write this script was to 

give me something positive to focus on so I wouldn’t go back to 
prison and repeat what I just came out of.  

 
4. When did you realize that the play was making a huge impact on the 

community? Well, there were a few other plays before the Giz. We 
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did Stranger in my House which Williams had already started. So 
many celebrities were apart of that project such as Traci Braxton, 
Anwan Glover, Tray Chaney and more. It sold out. Then, we did a 
play called What your Man Won’t Do. Y’Anna Crawley from Sunday’s 
Best, Raheem DeVaughn, Anwan Glover and more were apart of that 
production. After the plays, people on social media would rave about 
how much they liked them. Local celebrities would come out and 
invite their people which created a lot of buzz. I have many 
relationships with a lot of people around the metro D.C. area, by the 
way, so that helped with promoting our work as well.  

 
5. What motivates you to do what you do? -What motivates me is that I 

now have a new perspective and God has given me a second 
chance. I’m so thankful. I am not going to mess that up because I 
want to impact the community and make a difference.  

 
6. What’s something our readers would be surprised to know about 

you? People would be surprised to know that I was never educated to 
do theatre. I never even had an interest in doing in theatre. I woke up 
one day and said I want to try theatre. I was inspired by Salahuddin 
and being around Williams.  

 
7. What projects are you currently working on? I’m working on Captivate 

which is my new theatre branding and marketing company. I’m also 
working on another production called Chocolate City Records which 
will premiere in October 2019 and it will be an all female cast. We 
talked about bringing The Giz back in 2020. We are also looking to 
host the Mumbo Sauce Cruise in June 2020 since D.C. is known for 
its Mumbo sauce!  
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8. What’s on the horizon for you? The next project is Confessions of a 
Side Chick. The name, inspired by Williams, came about when he 
made a post on social media about side chicks and where they 
belong. The post became popular and we decided to come together, 
Williams and I, to create the production, Confessions of a side Chick. 
I really want this to be a five city tour. The script is already written and 
we are expected to start touring in June 2019.  

 
9. Really. What cities will you tour?  At this time, we are looking to tour 

the production Confessions of a Side Chick in Richmond, Va, 
Washington D.C., Charlotte, NC, Atlanta, GA and Baltimore, MD. 

 
10. What doors has this play opened up for you? We have been 

interviewed by Fox 5 news in DC, and WPGC-DC Radio and DISH 
Nation. In August 2018, The Giz was the first stage play to grace the 
stages at the MGM in D.C. We sold out all 3000 seats. People started 
labeling our productions as the D.C. Black Broadway. 

 
11. What are other ways you connect with the community? Honestly, 

doing the footwork. I went out in the community, interacted with 
people in metro stations, government buildings, schools, in the 
streets--you name it. People respected that. I also did a few speaking 
engagements with troubled youth at elementary schools, high schools 
and just by talking with them on the street.  

 
12. How is your personal story helping our youth today? I love being 

able to motivate and support inner city youth. See, I’m a street guy 
and everyone knows that. I sold drugs for a living. Williams, on the 
other hand, is a Christian guy. For me and him to have this much 
success together, especially coming from completely different 
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backgrounds, proves the world wrong. It shows youth that you can be 
successful and not sell drugs for a living. God redeemed me and I’m 
grateful. Now, I’m in the streets but in a completely positive and legal 
way.  I’m motivating others to stay away from what landed me in 
prison. I believe in God but I wasn’t raised in the church. But when 
God tells me to walk, I walk. It’s been one incredible journey.  

 
13. Who are your mentors or someone who inspires you? The guys 

from the street and prison who are rooting for me. They inspire me. I 
know people look up to me since they know my history. All the men in 
my family were thugs and losers. I felt this was all I could do. My 
mom is a known to be involved with drugs (he said dope head) so I 
didn’t have anyone to look up to. I became a boss in the streets as a 
known drug dealer and had major clout. People respected me 
because I was well known around D.C. They all love what I’m doing, 
so I’ll keep on doing what I’m doing.  

 
14. Are their people who are trying to get you caught up in the stuff 

that you were in before? Of course. Family and friends don’t want to 
support me. Guys that are educated to do this don’t feel good around 
me because I’m getting so much praise for something that I didn’t 
even study or train to do. They are wondering how did I get to be so 
successful. No one who has done what I’ve done in the last year and 
a half in regards to the amount of productions I’ve released and with 
this much success.  I’m not supposed to be here. There are people 
wishing I get locked up again, mainly family and friends.  

15. What are some reflections you want to share with us?- Theatre is 
about imagination. You can hold people’s attention in theatre. I never 
imagined that being locked up would free me. Now, I’m able to take 
care of my family, I’m living in peace and not having to look behind 
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my back. I am pursuing my purpose in life. God gave me another 
chance.  

 
16. Collaborations- Right now, I’m focusing on new business ventures. 

I’m definitely thinking about doing a few collaborations but after the 
tour.  

 
17. Is there anything you would like for our readers to know? If people 

don’t see your vision, get away from them. People are naysayers. 
Even if you don’t have the background or experience, so what. If you 
have passion about something, go with it. Visionaries see the vision. 
A lot of people will tell you can’t do it. Lots of people told me that I 
couldn’t do it. Look at me now. I’m being interviewed. I ain’t supposed 
to be here, Salahuddin or myself. You never know when opportunity 
may present itself so just be ready! Now, I answer all numbers that 
call me. You just never know.  My city knows where I’ve come from. 
They see me out here. Now, I’m getting awards, accolades, 
interviews. It all required patience.  

 
18. How can we keep in touch with you? Definitely. You can find me 

on Facebook and Instagram at Lovail Long and you can also visit our 
website at www.dcblackbroadway.com. You can email us at 
DCblackbroadway@gmail.com and lmlongsr@gmail.com  
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